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Buhle Nkalashe (b. 1994, South African) is a Cape Town-based 
independent artist who has been practicing since 2011. He is a 
painter who incorporates mixed media like Oil & Acrylic paint, & 
Oil pastels.

He obtained his BA in Graphic Design from the Cape Town 
Creative Academy (2018). After working in advertising for two 
years, He shifted his focus to Visual Arts in 2019 to become a 
full-time artist.

Throughout his life, Nkalashe has been exposed to many cultural 
events and ceremonies, particularly in his isiXhosa culture. In 
these gatherings, people perform rituals and ask for a blessing. 
During the celebration, songs are sung which tell stories and 
traditional clothes are worn, mainly depicted in weddings.

Traditional clothes are very colourful and have patterns. This 
can be seen in beadwork. Nkalashe is fascinated by the idea 
that patterns and colour can be strong symbols of the South 
African ethnicity. He noticed that the Xhosa, Zulu, and Ndebele 
patterns are similar in terms of colour and felt that he needs 
to reimage these patterns together in a contemporary African 
setting to create a new hybrid South Africa.

‘’In this younger generation, we are seeing many Africans 
soaring to great heights, achieving the success they dreamed 

of, and who look beyond the colour black and the expectations 
and limitations which were once placed upon them. These 
individuals inspire me to know that anything is possible, and 
that we Africans are good enough to be among the best in the 
world. If not better because of our strength and resilience to 
always be excellent.

My artworks relate to what I see today. A time in which Africans 
are proud of their heritage and identity and are not ashamed 
of their beliefs or the colour of their skin. It also celebrates 
creative African individuals who want to change Africa in their 
own way and not reference Western countries for approval and 
inspiration. This is a generation of young black Africans making 
a name for themselves through their work and placing some 
traditional element to it. I use many traditional patterns and 
colours to represent that we are diverse, creative and beautiful 
in our own individual way. These patterns are also inspired by 
the Xhosa, Zulu and Ndebele groups which I believe contribute 
to an African’s ethnicity. The figures represent the nature of 
African identity, that we are proud of our skin and the way 
we look, but also the triumph of the human spirit is depicted 
through these figures.’’

Nkalashe feels that it is important to document the positive 
current times and hopefully to instill a beautiful creative 
mindset to those who are lost within the structures and 
expectations of society. Nkalashe believes this will allow the 
viewer to be encouraged and to look internally to find their 
purpose. In order to bring positivity to the world through areas 
of art, design, music and soul, the work encourages you to 
create your own style, movement, rhythm or passion.


